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BY 
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Printed for George Roſe Book-ſeller in Norwich, and 
are to be ſold by him there, and by Nath. Brook 
\ at the Angel in Cornhill, 1675. 


Wo EC - ro THE 
RIGHT WORSHIPFULL 
HENKRY WATTS, Eſq: 
eM aior of the City of Norwich. 


SIR, 


TY Sermon 1s ſo little a thing, and 
of ſo mean Extraction, that it 

would look like an idle imper- 
tinence, to tell the world the Hiſtory 
of its Birth, or proclaim the Hand that 
broughtit forth. If any thing can ren- 
der theſe Papers conſiderable, it muſt 
be their Deſign : as being ſincerely in- 
tended for thoſe great ends of Peace and 


Holineſs. And you being by your 
Office a Sub-defender of the Faith, I 


| hope you will accept this Dedication, 


and become a Patron to ſuch Religi- 
ous Purpoſes; Indeed I wiſh, that the 
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Magiſtrate and Miniſter were alwayes 
bound up together, not onely in the * 
' Formalities of Sermons, and Dedia- 
tions, but by a mutual aſſiſtance, and 
an active Complyance , and were but 
the Bench-and the Pulpit thus com- 
bin'd, there were yet hope to ſee this 
Nation ſeeur'd from the Miſchiefs of 
unreaſonable and wicked Men ; which 
is the onely deſign of this Sermon, and 
the hearty Prayer of. 


Your obliged Servant, 


ROBERT CONOLD:. 
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LE EE EY 


IT. THESS. chap. III. v. 2. 


And that we may be delivered from unreaſonable and 
wicked Men. 


pagate the Religion of Jeſus, and therefore 
St. Paul enjoyns the Church of Theſſalonica, and 
other Churches in the reſt of his Epiſtles, to pray for 
him, and for the whole Colledge of the Apoltles, that 
their Miniſtry might be ſucceſlefull, that the Word of 
God, or the Religion —_ might have free courſe 
and be glorieus in the World, verſ. 1. And ſeeing no» 
thing more hindred the advancement of Chrits Kin: 
wn, than the Oppoſitions and Contradiftions of ab- 
urd, 


perverſe, and ill-temper'd men, therefore he - 
rec 


-P &F E great buſineſs of the Apoſtles was to pro- 


I, 


(a) 


; refs them to pray in the words of the Text, that . | 
they might be delivered from unreaſonable and wicked | 
Pen 


In my Diſcourſe upon theſe words, I ſhall firſtn- 
uire, Who are wnreaſonable men, and therein reſpe- 
Gively ſhew, How all of them do hinder the advance 


_of Religion, and then make ſome practical RefleCQti- 


ONS : | 
Firſt, I ſhall conſider the words according to the 
vulgar Latine, Ut liberemur ab hominibas importnunis 
That we may be delivered from men of turbulent and 
tempeſtuous ſpirits, from men-who are all Rage and 
Pafion,and Nothingotſaber ReaſanzTruth it ſelf may 
ſafferby the uniteaſdnable heats'of ſome of its Defens 
derssfor the World 'wil[never beljeve,that God can be 
in theEarthquake or the Tempelt : Had thoſe two Sons 
of Thunder, Lxke 9. 45. brought fire from Heaven, 
and deſtroyed that Samaritane Village for a little af- 
front to Jeſus, they had done a vaſt miſchief to his 
Religion; For the Blood of Men, and the Aſhes of 
Towns, had been an ill Foundation for the Kingdom 
of Chriſt, and would have poſſeſſed men with a ve- 
hement prejudice againſt Chriſtianity, as a cruel and 
bloody Religion; But when men of this troubleſome 
and paſſionate temper happen to be miſtaken, and en+ 
aged againſt the Truth, then there is nothing Gab 
oY and unreaſonable as a blind and miſtaken -Zeator ; 
for Zeal is'the hotteſt Paſiion of Man, and when it 1s 


not' govern'd: by the rules of Reaſon, Truth and $o- 


berneſfs, it turns men-into Furies. St. Paul bears re- 
cord of the Jews, Rom. 10. 2. that they had a Zeal, 
and-it was ſo far right, that it was not for Molech, 
nor Afþtaroth, but for God ; but yet it was blind and 
miſtaken; and not'according unto, Knowledge, 'and 
therefore we ſee the Tragick Events of it 3 they tumult 

nh and 


LM 


(3) 
- and-yproar''in-Jeruſatenr,) ahd\cry aftice 2paink; him 

that ws born King of theo: Ls oct cauld 
quench that flame, -but the Blood of the Son of God ; 
I fm]! not need to. repeat the ſtories of the Maſhcres 
of Munſter and Paris, acted by Anabaptiltical and Po- 
piſh Zealots; as long asthe'Thirtieth of January ſtands 
in our Kalender, we ſhall have reaſon to' pray, that we 
may be dehvered from this fort, of unreaſonable and 
wicked Men, | 

Secondly, I ſhall read the words according to the 2. 
Syriack, Verſion, That we may be delivered from per- 
verſe 1nd obſtinate men, from men that will not be go- 
verned by the wiſeſt Laws, nor convinc'd by the cleareſt 
Reaſons : How did our Saviour baffle the Phariſees, put s, yur. 22. 
them: to ſilence, that they durlt pot. , ask any more 
queſtions, and yet: He who' was the 5495 the Eter- 
nal -Reaſon- and Wiſdony of - the:Father, | He that. 
opened the eyes of the Blind, calt 'our Devils, and 
rais'd the Dead, could not convince that perverſe Ge- 
neration of men; the like ſucceſs bad his Apoſtles, for 
when 'St. iPeter wrought a; Miracle in the Name of Je- As 3- 
firs, 'in a' publick-place, in a concourle. of the Jews. 
cur'd him ina Moment, whom: the Jews knew ha 
been lame many years, [though there was ſo much de- 
monftration m the Fact, as the Councel confeſs d that ch..4. 16; 
a 'notable-Mrracle; was done; \antd {it .was known to 
all them that dwelt in Jeruſatew, and they could not 
deny it, - yet that Power that could. heal the.Cripple, 
could not cure pervyerſeneſs, for they continued to 
oppoſe that Religion, which themſelves confeſſed 
was ſealed by the very hand of God: To give. bu 
one inſtance more of this unreaſonable oabſtinai = 
that which perhaps might occaſion the injunction of 
the Text 5 St. Paul was at; Theſaloinica,, As 17. preach- 


Xx 


Jews, 'and that too Yer; out of their own , 
confeſs'd Scriptures of Moſes and the Prophets. In». 
deed is faid ver. x1. that the inwiner, thoſe. ohe 
more ingenuous and rational Temper calmly liſtened 
to St. Pals Diſcourſes, and became Proſelytes to the 
Religion of Jeſus; But the unreaſonable and obſti- 
nate Jews, inſtead of being perſwaded by St. Pauls 
Demonſtrations, ſtirred up the rabble of the Town, 
put the whole City into an uproar, and would have 
murdered him, whoſe reaſons they could never an- 
ſwer : Therefore pray that we may be delivered from 

this ſort ef perverſe or unreaſonable men : For Chri- 
ſtianity is a Rational _— and mult be impreſſed 

upon men by ſober Councels, and Perſiwafions of Rea- 

ſon ; but if men will obſtinately perſiſt in their miſtakes 

and prejudices, if they will never learn $t. Paxls 

Leſſon georfv dis 73 awpportiv, to be wiſe unto Sobriety ; if 
every unlearned Man and filly Woman will think them- 

ſelves more knowing than the holieſt and wiſeſt Guides 

of the Church, we may preach with the Tongue of 
Men and Angels, but never perſwade them to the 

wiſdom of the Juſt, or to mind thoſe things that make 

for Peace or Truth. | 

Thirdly, I ſhall read the words according to the 

Greek, ja jvSiuy wn 75» dximvr, that we may be delivered 

from abſurd and irrational men, and under this head 

ſeveral ſorts of perſons are comprehended, Firſt, 

The Heretick and falſe Prophet, men that teach ſuch 

things as contradi&t the Fundamental Reaſons of Re- 

lgion, and are inconſiſtent with the words of Truth 

and Soberneſs; The looſe Opinions of the Gnoſtichs, 

the Phanatick Do&rines of the. Marichees, and wild 


Extravagancies of the Yalentinians, gave a greater 
blow 
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* blow to Chriſtianity, than the Ten Perſecutions: An 
+ inour preſent Age, the abſurd Dodcrines of the Church 
of Rome, and Sedts of Chriſtendome, is one great Rea- 
forfJhy the Religion of Jeſus prevails no more in the 
world; for how can we think to perſwade a con- 
fidering Jew or Mahometan to come over to that Re- 
ligion, which maintains direct Contradictions to the 
| common Senſe and Reaſon of Mankind, and vents ſuch 
idle Dreams and Abſurdities, as out-doe the Jewiſh 
Talmud or the Turkiſh Alcoran * Secondly, ſuch as 
without juſt Reaſon do cauſe Difſenſtons in the Church 
of Chriſt; not that every one that diflents from the 
Doctrine of this or that Church, is therefore a 8chi(- 
matick or unreaſonable; if a Diſſenter be meek and 
modeſt, humble and holy, and makes no breach in _ 
the Churches Unity 3 ſuch an one hath the temper 
of a ſober Chriſtian, and can dono miſchief to Re- 
ligion 3 but when diſſenting in matters of Opinion is 
attended with Pride and Paſſion, Rage and Malice, 
and tends to the Subverſion of Government and good 
Order, then 'tis manifeſt, that there's ſomething more 
in the caſe than Conſcience, and the man is become 
unreaſonable ; When a weak ſcruple againſt the Sign 
of the Croſs, ſhall make menRebels againſt the Crown, 
when a ſuperſtitious abhorrence of a white Veltment, 
ſhall bring us to Garments roll'd in blood, when a 
mad Zeal againſt an Organ or Church-Muſick, ſhall 
make men call for the confuſed Noiſe of the Warriour, 
and the Thundrings of Drums and Cannons ; 'tis then 
evident theſe men have loſt the temper of Chriſtians, 
| and the Reaſon of ſober men, and wear upon their 
Foreheads that brand in the Text, of unreaſonable men 3 
Nor is it alwayes unreaſonable to make a ſeparation 


from a particular Church 3 this 1s the cafe betwixt i 
B an 


(6). 


and Rowe; there are in that Church ſo many. abſur-: - 


dities, and Antichriſtian Blaſphemies; tbat tend to the 
diſhonour of the whole Trinity, and the ſubverſion 
of pure Chriſtianity, that we could neither be {Mer 
Chriſtians, nor rational men, to continue 1n the Do- 
Grine and Communion of that Church : But when 
the Church of England made a Separation from the 
Church of Rome; it made no Schiſme from the Ca- 
tholick Church, but kept the ancient Boundaries and 
Foundations of Faith, Worſhip, and Government 
And therefore it will yet be a queſtion, whether thoſe 
who: are- born within the Juriſdiction of this National 
Church, eſtabliſhed by the Law of a lawfull and Chri- 
ſtian Prince, and yet continue a Separation from it, 
whether theſe may not deſervedly be counted wnrea- 


ſonable men; Now thus much is manifeſt, that the 


Bond of Peace is a Sacred Tye, that to obey our. Go- 
vernours is' a plain Chriſtian Law, and- therefore if 
men diſſolve this Unity, and diſobey them who are 
ſet over them, they bad need be ſecure of ſuch a 


weighty Reaſon as they may adventure to'plead at- 
the Day of Judgement ; But I am afraid, that all thoſe: 
Scruples, thathave hitherto been urged to vindieate, 
a Separation from our Communion, will be found too; 


light at that day, to counterpoize the vaſt Guilts- of 


Schiſme-- and Diſabedience; Could theſe men make it. 
appear. that thetr Salvation were in the leaſt hazard: 
by Communion with us 3 if they could not have peace: 
with us, but upon thoſe ill terms of | parting with: 


Truth and Holineſs 3 Could they demonſtrate, that 
we are in;any. thing departed-from the: ancient Catho- 
lick Church, they had-theg 'wnanſwerable Reaſons to 


vindicate their Separationz: But fince it- is. evident, 


that this Church bath preſerved.entire that Faith a 
| eli- 


(7) 


delivered to the Saints, without any loſs or Innova- 


tion; ſince all the Laws and Rules of holy and Chri- 
_ Lite are by this Church urged, and taught ; ſince 
mA may conform to all the Conſtirutions of this 
Church, and yet'be as Holy as the beſt of Saints in 
any Age of the World; fince there is nothing herein 
commanded, that ever God did forbid by the leaſt 
intimation; ſince all this we are able to aflert by the 
cleareſt demonſtrations; I dare boldly ſay, that if 
there be any ſuch thing in the World as Reaſon, theſe 
are abſurd and unreaſonable men. 'Pray therefore 
that we may be delivered from this ſort of perverſe 
and irrational men; for there 1s nothing more hinders 
the Advance of Chriſts Kingdom, than our unreaſon- 
able Diviſions : Babel it ſelf cant proſper, 1f the Buil- 
ders be divided ;, and can we hope that the Church of 
God ſhould be built up amidſt ſor many Contulions ? 
Time was, the Catholick Church was one entire Body, 
when the Inceftuous Perſon, who by the Apoſtles 
cenſure was caſt out of the Church at Corinth, could. 
not have found Admifhion at the Church in Antioch, 
or Jeruſalem ; and thus it continued for ſome few 
Centuries; He who for notorious Scandal was Ex- 
communicated by the Eaſtern Church, ſtood ſo to the 
Welt, and could have no Communion with any. part 
of the Catholick church, before his declared Peni- 
tence and Reconciliation : Then the Church of Chriſt 
looked like one Family and Houſe of God, and Chri- 
ſtianity was Glorious; But now our Diviſions have 
almoſt loſt two Articles of our Creed, and render 
very unaccountable the Catholick Church, and the 
Communion. of ' 84ints : For, if a man for ſome juſt 
Offence be Excommunicated by the Church of Erg- 
land, he ſhall be embraced in the Communion of 


B 2 Rome, 


(8) | 

Rome; if he be caſt out of that Church, he may be * 

received for a Member of the Church of Geneva 3 if » 
he forfeits his Memberſhip there, he may be unitgd 
to the Lutherans in Germany; it he be thrown®But 
thence, let him but croſs the Seas, and return to 
England, and he ſhall be admitted an Elder, or at 
leaſt a Member of ſome Congregational Church in 
this Nation if that Congiegarion eject him, a ſecond 
ſhall receive him, and from thence a third, feurth, 
and fifth, through all our Diviſions, and Sub-diviſ 
ons; ſo* that now the Church of Chriſt is the moſt 
confuſed Body in the World ; there are ſo many 
diſtin Buildings of pretended Churches, that, that 
ſolemn Power of the Keyes, which our Lord com- 
mitted to his Church, is become nothing but an emp- 
ty Mockery; for no man needs fear the being caſt 
out of one Church, when there are ſuch varietyes of 
Keyes, and ſo many Churches to receive himinz And 
what will the end of theſe things be ? there needs no 
Prophetick ſpirit to foretell that ; for except our un- 
reaſonable Diviſions be compoſed, the Etfe& of them 
will be, the Subverſion of true Religion, and the Ad- 
vance of Atheiſm; And how can we think to per- 
{wade the crafty Jew, or Mahometan, to become a 
Member of the Church of Chriſt, when we can't agree 
among our ſelves, where that Catholick cl 1s 
in which he ſhall moſt ſecure his Salvation? And as 
for Atheiſme, he muſt be a ſtranger to his own 
countrey, that does not obſerve the encreaſe of thoſe 
Monſters amongſt us; We can ſcarce walk our Streets 
without encountring ſome. of theſe Beaſts, that wear 
the Mark of Blaſphemy on their Foreheads 3 And this 
is molt chiefly 1mputable to our Diſſentions; for 
while one eryes, Lo here is Chrilt, and another cryes, 
Lo, 
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* Loe, he is there, whilſt one with much confidence wil? 

» tell you that heaven lies this way, and another with as 
mych Zeal as he, will avow; it lies direct Antipodes 
wi can we expect, but that ſome ſenſual and unprin- 
cipled men will believe that Chriſt is no where to be 
found, and that all Religion is but a cheat 3 


A third ſort of irrational men are, wicked men ; 
which are juſtly put together in the text, for nothin 
makes us look more like men, than the being —_ 
and vertuous, and nothing ſo much unmans us, as brut- 
iſh ſenſualities, But to be men, and Chriſtians too, and 
yet to be licentious, is the higheſt pitch of: unreaſon- 
ableneſs; for men to profeſs the pureſt Religion tn the 
world, and yet to wallow in the mire, for men to con- 
fels Chriſt to be their Lord, and yet pay him no hom- 
age, but mock at his Laws, and deſpiſe his Government; 
for men to profeſs the belief of an eternal life, and yet 
to live” asif they ſhould dye like beaſts; are not theſe 
things unreaſonable abſurdities? But for men to ad- 
venture to be vicious upon principles of Atheiſme, is 
highly irrational; for though we had never heard of 
Moſes, and the Prophets, Chriſt, or his Apoſtles, uf we 
had no other revelation of another world, than the ' 
common ſuſpitions of men in all Ages, yet to be good 
and holy were moſt reaſonable; forall the common 
notions of mankind will ſecure vertue, and innocency 
fromall future torment or miſery ; But if there hap- 
_ to be a future vengeance, there is no coming 

ack to learn more reaſon, or counce! : The Atheiſtt- 
cal debauchee muſt howl and gnaſh his teeth, and be 
angry with himſelf for ever, for being an unreaſonable 


and wicked man ; 
Now 


| (10). ; HE 
" Now theſe too do vaſt miſchiefs to the Kingdom of - 
Chrift, and hinder Religion from being glorious;for , 
while the Jew or Mahometan obſerves, that we Chriſti 
ans rebell againſt the Government of Jeſus, theyF&vill 
conclude that he was not the true prophet, nor the Son 
of God; for they will ſuppoſe, that if we did believe 
him to be the great Prophet of the world, and Lord of 
all, that we would: be as carefull to obſerve his com- 
mands, as they are to keep the Laws of Moſes, and the 
orders of Mahomet ; And how can we think: to per- 
ſwade them to take that yoak upon them, which they 
ſee we our ſelves caſt off. 

In particular thoſe debauchees, that call themſelves 
members of the Church of England, have helpt to 
make our Sets and Diviſions, and have done us as 
much miſchief as Armies of Rebels , tor though we 
can maintain our ſelves to be a true Chriſtian Church, 
yet if our lives be not as Orthodox as our Principles, 
fay what we will, men will believe that our Religion is 
as bad as our lives. 

The laſt ſort of irrational men, that I ſhall mention, 
1s the Atheiſt, who in defpight of the cleareſt demon- 
{trations in Divinity, and the common ſentiments of 
the vaſteſt and wiſeſt part of mankind; will yet dif- 
believe the being of a God, and mock at all Religion; 
theſe were ſtrange monſters in Chriſtendom, if our 
many diviftons had not grven us a too fad, and caſte 
account of their original; but thoſe who have no faith, 
the Text tells us have no reaſon neither; for of all the 
Records and Writings of paſt Ages, we have leaſt 
reaſon to call into queſtion, the truth or Autho- 
rity of the holy Scriptures, not onely upon the account 
of its Propheſies, and diviner myſteries, but as being 
alerted to us by the blood of thouſands of —— 

atteſted 


| (rt). 

- atteſted by the Learnedeſt, Wiſeſt, and Holieſt pare 

. of mankinde, which ſure are moſt ſecure from delufion; 
beſides, tis irrational to ſuſpect the Scriptures to be a 

primnte invention, for it cannot be reconciled to the 
piety of good men, or bleſſed Angels, to impoſe upon 
the world their private ſentiments, and than counter- 
feit the Seal and Hand of God, and cry thus faith the 
Lord, when they had no other revelations than the 
dictates of their own fancy ; nor can it with reaſon be 
imagined that theſe Writings ſhould ever be compoſed 
by evil Angels,or wicked men, their whole deſign be- 
ing to make men like God, and to deſtroy the Empire 
of the Devil, and to deterre men from all manner of 

- Impieties, And therefore a man mult firſt renounce his 
reaſon, before he can become an Atheiſt, or ſuſpect the 
ſacred Oracles to be impoſtures. For a man to believe 
the report 'of Travellers that there is-ſuch a-.place as 
Atna, a burning raountain, and yetto mock at Chriſt, 
when he tells him of everlaſting fire, is not this to be 
abſurd and unreaſonable 2 And yet further tor a man 
to belive there is'no God, for no other reaſon, but 
becauſe he is a man, and'therefore' by the ſcant mea- 
ſures of his nature- and'teaſbn, under'ian impofhibility 
of comprehending a full notion of an infinite Divinity; 
For a man, that with all his Philoſophy, will be puz- 
led with the mechanifme of a filly flye, yet to believe 
there is no God, becauſe he can't reach the notion of- 
his Eternity, and-Immenſity ; is not this to be irra- 
tional ? 

Now this ſort of unreaſonable men, not onely hin- 
der the advance of Religion, but undermineits very 
foundations, and endeavour to-pluck down the whole 
building, and lay it levet with-the ground, and -there- 
fore if ye have any regard to the glory.of mg 
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the honour of Religion, Pray that we may be delivered . F 


from theſe unreaſonable, and wicked men, who. are the , 
worlt ſort of Infidels, and have no faith. J 4 


Application. 


Firſt, fince there are amongſt us ſo many unreaſonable, 
and wicked men, this will inform us of the neceſſity 
of good Laws and Government z Mad men muſt be 
kept upon the chain, and it is neither ſafe,nor prudent to 
truſt franticks with ſwords, or liberty z ſhall we keep 
up our banks againſt the raging of the Sea, and have 
no bounds for unreaſonable men, or the madneſs of the 
people 2 Surely it will highly concern all Governours 
of State, and Overſeers of the Church, to be very 
watchful,and not tolet looſe too far unreaſonable men, 
for that can neither be Pious, nor Politick ; for if 
there be no reſtraints for ſuch miſchievous and Athe- 
iſtical men, they will in time both ſhake the Kingdom 
of Jeſus, and the thrones of Chriſtian Princes. 


Secondly, this will give us one great reaſon, why 
Religion hath proſpered no more in theſe late ages; 
don't lay all the fault upon Churchmen ; theſe Unrea- 
ſonable men have hindred the building of the Temple; 
if St. Pax preached to the beaſts of Epheſws, there is. 
no hope of perſwading them to Reaſon, or Religion, 
nay. when Chriſt himſelf preached to unreaſonable 
men, he conld not prevail, 


Thirdly, let me exhort you, to that duty enjoyned 
by the Text, that you would pray for the whole 
Church of Jeſus, and all the faithful Miniſters of it, 
in particular, for the Church and Orthodox Clergy of 

| | England 
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"ay 


may be delivered from the plague 
EET of inknable men ; And webeg this 


gar, tot ont of choſe low reſpets to our own ends 
arid Mirereft, as if we dreaded Martyrdom 3 We have 


already our Noble Army of Martyrs, and I doubt 
not, but that, ' if the honour of God, and Religion 
foutd call, there are vaſt mimbers of us, that could 
with Reſolution endure the flames, before we would 
ever worſhip the Beaft, or his Image 3 St. Paul was 
not afraid of Bonds, or Impriſonment, nor of Death it 
felf, though he prayes to be ſecure from unreaſonable 
ten; bur this he does out of reſpe&t to the Honour 
of Chriſt and his Rehgion; that the Goſpel might be 
glorious in the world, wer, 1. And cherolbrel beſcech 
you, in the words of $t. Paw] to the Romans, chap. I5. 
ver. 30. Brethren, for the Lord Jeſus Chriſt his ſake, and 
for-the love of the Spirit,” that ye flrive together with ns 
itt your Prayers to God for us, that we'may be delivered 
from, &c. And that ye _y do this, let me further 
plead with you, by theſe following conſiderations. 


Firſt, This is 'nqt onely art Arbitrary berporn bat 
it is your Diity, we chalkenge' this as a 5 jut De br.you 
owe to -M For the Glory &* God, and 'the Honour 
6f .Relj is fo much b Coeeund in the ſucceſs 
of N54 Aixchit MANY: "that all Chriſtians are in- 

ifpenſably obli Viv EC of Re- 
on, FM ra] ftru y be removed, and 


ro but work ma er m ths building ap of the © 


Temple, or the'© ach of Chriſt z therefore, when- 
ever you offer up your Prayers unto God, for our 
ſetves, and * niltes, atid fhrget the pi 


of it, 
Sacrifice, 6 Font may 


of God- andthe Stewards: ant 
preſented to'Got bit wn. imperfe 


doubt of an Acceptance. 
Secondly, 


| , 
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_ Secondly, . Do this upon the account, of our anger, + 
for we are yet/in St. LAY Ce HS 
reaſonable men ; on the one hand, the Pope curſeth us 
from the tops of the Mountains; on the othewfde, 
we are ſcoff'd and mock d at by every wild Gallant, 
and 'Atheiſt, we are in perils by our own Countrey- 
men,. we -have | the Apoſtles Fate Baurpnuiule, we are 
Evil-ſpoken- of; If we preach the Truth ih Jus and 
maintain, that Eternal Life 1s the Free Gift of God, 
and that 'our beſt works have nothing to do in that 
Purchaſe, by. way of Merit, then Rome brands us for 
Libertines 3 if to take off.rhat abhorr'd Imputation, 
we teach the whole Deſign of Chriſtianity, and with 
St. Paul,-preach of Juſtice, and Temperance, and per- 
{wade men to. live ſoberly, righteouſly, and godlity 
in. this, preſent. world , then ſome wrreaſonable mer 
will | contema , us..4s .but ;Moral Preachers; if we 
aſſert. the-Love.of., God towards Mankind, and ex- 
tend -his infinite Mercigs: beyond. the narrow bounds 
of ſome mens Charity 3 if we believe that St. Paul was 
ſober, when he tells us, Heb. 2.9. that Chriſt #afted 
Death for cewery 9847 5 i ,we dare, venture to be of 
Ea i who .lay.in the, Boſom. of our Savi- 
our;-: and-teach that for truth, which he writes in his 
| firſt-Epiſtls, the! ſecond Chapter, and ſecond. Verſe, 
that-Chriſt, was the propitiation for the ſins. of the whole 


; Warts, then we are blafphemed, by the odious Name 
_S of. Arminians,; Now, what ſervice. can wedo to God 


= ux theſe Circumſtances, , being thus beſet and oppoſed 
| by. anreaſonable men?, Would you-have, us to invent 
ſome New Goſpel,. to. pleaſe; the Fancies of wild and 
rational men 2,No we. canfpeak nothing againſt 
the: T5uth 310 therefore [there . 1s nothing left to be 
done; but for us and} you: to joyn our hearty Prayers 
| | | unto 


C25) 
. unto God,;; That: he: would deliver. us from unreaſon- 
, able and wicked men; and. that the Word of ;Gbdimn 
6, ona courſe, and be gloritied among us. 


Thirdly, Pray thus,. for none but God can deliver 
us from unreaſonable men; the: wiſcſt . Laws can't 
govern (them, the ſobereſt Coundcels: cannot 'move 
them, : the cleareſt Demonſtrations | cannot perſwade 
them; None but he that ſet bounds to the Raging of 
the Sea, can fecure us from unreaſonable Men, or the 
Madneſs of the People. , 


But. here I.fear, there will be:too juſt. a Reaſon to 
complain of the Neglett of this part of Chriſtian Piety 
and Devotion, we don't live 1n.a Devout Age; The 
Wealth of the Trdies is now more deſigned, than the 
Glories of an'Eternal Kingdom 3 Trade is become the 
ſole, or.the grand"Intereſt of: Ezgland,:and'there are 
few concerned for the Afairs of Religion : I doubt 
the Merchants and Ships-at: Sea, have more Prayers 
and good Wiſhes, than all the Governours and Guides 
of the Church 3 But as/for you, who: profeſs: -your 
ſelves of the Communion of .the' Church of England, 
I adjure you,. by the Name of. Jeſus, your Lord and 
ours, by all that regard-you-have-to the Glory .of 
God, by all that. Love.and Duty you owe to your 
diſtreſſed Mother, the,;Church, that you would for - 
the time to come, vouchſafe us an hearty: and daily 
mention in your Prayers; you know, the Churches 
united Prayers, once broke St. Peters Chains, and ſa- 
yed him from the Hands and Expecation 'of bloody 
-ahd wicked; men and; who' knows, but that theſe 
.weapons: may ſtill prevail, and. ;that your Prayers 
-may baffle the Plots Me” nn all your A 
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end. we-may yet: be delivered from anteaſoinbde and- 


+ wicked men, andice Religion glorious, 


And that I may not be accounted partial, Mice 
humbly beſpeak all thoſe of the Sacred Fundtion, that 
they wduld ſtop the mouths of unreaſonable men; 
If any thing will confute Perverfneſs, it muſt be a 
Chriſtian and 'unſported Life ; and if once our Lives 
were as-Holy as our Orders, if our Enemies could 
find no fault with us, butin the matter of our God; 
had they nothing to cavil at, but our Religion, and 
our Prayers; they would ſoon be aſhamed of thoſe 
unreaſonable Objections 5 but if the Prophet be mad, 
the World will think, that the Beaſts have more Rea- 
ſon than he, and may rebuke. his Diſorders, 


- Next I could wiſh, ' that all the People oftheſeNn- 
tions would:once become ſo far like'God, and Chri- 
ſtians, as to'become Reafonable'men, that 'they would 
learn to be -humble, and modeſt, juft-and conſiderin 
there were then ſome hope to Ke happy dayes,/to Be 
Religion flourithz there would then be:more Glory 
to God in the Higheſt, 'more Peace on Earth, and 
more'Good Will one towards another. 'But if men 
will ſtill continue perverfe,,mad,; and unreafonable,'we 
may ſpeak 'of 'thofe thingsthat make for Peace, 'but 
\tis like Preaching 40 Hourvicanes, 'or talking Motalls 


toa Tempeſt. 


And asforthofe, whoare diflenters from the Charch 
of England, let:meperſwade: them to! ſuffer their rea- 
ſons toawake:3 berbar! ſorJuſt roms, 84 allow'us the 
common Equity:dfthe world,” not to condemn us be- 
fore a OCENRY call nothing Popiſh, nor 
| Anti- 


. 
A 


. Antichriſtian, 'untill you have made a {hift-enquizy 
. whether thoſe things 


deferve that-obarge; @rngp, Lay 
ashde all prejudice, aud blind prepofieiions; and judge 


) 
rg. :cous judgment 3 for # you contimuc raſh, and 
unicafanable, you ray, for onght youknow, miltake 
theitrue Prophets,and Servants of Gad,far.the limbs-of 
Antichriſt, or the Prieſts of Ba4/ 3 you may blaſpheme 
truth it (elf, and beheve the chaſteſt ſpouſe of Chriſt, 
to be an harlot ; this will be an unpardonable injultice. 
The Church of Ergland hath no Idalls, which: it ſecks 
to.conceal-under the 8kirtsof its garment; it, owns. g9- 
thing but what it dareadventure co the ſtricteſt ſcrut;- 
ny ; itis only want of enquiry, and ſaber. ,examinati- 
on, that men-miftake us, and divide from -our Com- 
munion. 

Next, Let me exhort them to receive this reaſon- 
able counſel; believe all the Articles of the Chriſtian 
faith, withthe deepeſt impreſiion, ,and ſtedfaltnels ; ob- 
ſerve all the precepts, and plain rules of holy- and 
Chriſtian life, with the utmeſt Devotion; in the fun- 
damentalls of Religion, follow, none but the conduit 
of that great Angel of the-Coxenant Chrilt Jeſus; and 
then none of "theſe things-being contradidted, for the 
ordering of Circumſtantials, be cantent:to be. led by 
Moſes and Aaron This was the good old way of Rea- 
ſon and Religion, and no man can run any hazard, 
that walks by this rule; And as for thoſe men, who 
will not receive this ſafe counce)], I know not by what 
name to call them.hutuareaſongble men. 

Laſtly, be exhorted to a ſincere praftice of the 
Chriſtian Religion, for St. Paul complains in the laſt 
words of the Text, that all men have not faith, that is, 


that many of thoſe, who called themſelves Chriſtians, 
were 


ae (19) | | 
were not devoutly fo ; their Faith was but a ſlight and . 
-unactive notion, and had no influence upon their , 
lives, and this he feckons as no Faith ; and this hrs. 
great cauſe, why they were unreaſonable and wiatd 
' men. St. Paxl gives us the, character of thoſe falſe Chri- 
ſtians the Gnoſticks; in the 2d Epiſtle of St. Pawl to 
Tim. chap. 3. ver. 2. that they were lovers of them- 
ſelves, Covetous, Boaſters, Proud , Blaſphemers, 
Rebellious, Bloody, Unfaithfull &c. and the reaſon 
of all this he gives us, ver. 5. becauſe they had nothing 
—bur a'form of Godlineſs. Religion ſunk no deeper, 
than the Face, and Tongue, and fo it was no wonder 
that they were ſtill unreaſonable, and wicked men; 
But were Religion ſetled in the ſouls of men, it would 
enlighten our judgments, and becalme our paſſions, 
make us more holy,” and reaſonable ; Were men but 
{criouſly employed in conquering themſelves,'and ſub- 
duing their own appetites, and in governing their 
ow by the laws of Jeſus, they would have no time to 
trouble the world with embroyls and confuſtons, 
; "To conclude, let' us all live well, and conſtantly 
and devourly; pray in the words of this Apoſtolick,and | 
primitive Litany; From unreaſonable.and wicked men, 
Good Lord deliver us. 
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